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OCTOBER 19 LEAGUE MEETING

  The October 19 League meeting will be at 7 pm at the Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. Jane Hustead, Cabell County Circuit Judge, will be the speaker. The subject will be the duties and procedures of the circuit court.  We will allow time for your questions.

   The WV constitution establishes a unified court system, uniting all state courts, except municipal courts. The system is supervised by the Supreme Court of Appeals of WV. The  structure includes the magistrate courts, family courts, circuit courts, and Supreme Court of Appeals.

   Cabell County has 4 circuit judges, elected every 8 years in partisan elections. They must have practiced law for at least 5 years. 

   “The circuit courts are WV’s only general jurisdiction trial courts of record. Circuit courts have jurisdiction over all civil cases at law over $300; all civil cases in equity; proceedings in habeas corpus, Mandamus, quo warranto, prohibition, and certiorari; and all felonies and misdemeanors. 

   “The circuit courts also hear appeals of family court decisions unless both parties agree to appeal directly to the Supreme Court of Appeals. The circuit courts receive appeals from magistrate court, municipal court, and administrative agencies, excluding workers’ compensation appeals.

   “The circuit courts receive recommended orders from judicial officers who hear mental hygiene and juvenile matters.” (Information taken from WV Supreme Court web page)

   To continue our coverage of the courts Family Court Judge Patricia Keller will be the speaker at our November 16 meeting.

  Please come to our meetings and bring your friends. One of the purposes of the League is to educate both ourselves and others about government. 

SOME DEFINITIONS

Certiorari – A procedure for removing a case from a lower court to a higher court for review.

Habeas Corpus – A writ of habeas corpus requires that a person be brought before a judge. It is usually used to direct an official to produce a prisoner so the court may determine if liberty has been denied without due process. An original jurisdiction petition for relief from unusual confinement used mainly by inmates, but occasionally in child custodial cases.

Mandamus – A type of original jurisdiction petition. An order of a superior court requiring a public body, inferior court, or public official to perform a required duty.

Prohibition – An order issued by a court of superior jurisdiction to halt the performance of a particular act by an inferior court, state agency, or public official.

Quo warranto – A writ that prevents an official, corporation, or persons acting as such from usurping a power which they do not have. 

“Toxic Waters,” a Sept. 13 New York Times article highlighted problems with water quality and enforcement of the Clean Water Act in West Virginia.    It can be found at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/13/us/13water.html?scp=1&sq=west%20virginia%20water&st=cse
or go to www.nytimes.com  and do a search for “toxic waters”

RADIO PROGRAM

   Bobby Nelson hosts Tri-State Talk from 3 –4 on WRVC-AM 930 and FM 94.1. On Constitution Day Bobby discussed with Tom Miller and Helen Gibbins constitutional issues.

LEAGUE’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

   Help us celebrate the League’s B’Day in 2010. The Huntington board is discussing ideas. Please add your ideas to the ones we are considering.

WV LEGISLATIVE INTERIMS 

   At its August Interim meetings, a subcommittee of the House Government Organization Committee “heard discussion of HCR 80, which requests that the Joint Committee on Government and Finance study a ‘Pay As You Throw’ system for waste management fees.       

   “Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) basically takes trash service and regulates it as a utility. In communities with PAYT programs (also known as unit pricing or variable-rate pricing), residents are charged for the collection of ordinary household trash based on the amount they throw away. This creates a direct economic incentive to recycle more and to generate less waste. ……   

   “Communities with programs in place have reported significant increases in recycling and reductions in waste…Less waste and more recycling mean that fewer natural resources need to be extracted.

   “In addition, green house gas emissions associated with the manufacture, distribution, use, and subsequent disposal of products are reduced as a result of the increased recycling and waste reduction PAYT encourages.”

(from August, 2009 Interim Highlights,  page 9)

    Allied Waste/Republic Services offers PAYT to customers in Cabell County. Customers may buy bags for disposing their trash instead of paying a monthly fee. Customers both in and outside of Huntington may also subscribe to a recycling service from Allied Waste. A deduction from trash fees is available to those who live in Huntington and subscribe to the recycling service.

_________________________________________

LWV HUNTINGTON The League of Women voters, a nonpartisan organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues,, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to men and women of voting age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45, individual and $60 for a household membership. Mail to 706 Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701. Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area. To contact the LWV of the Huntington Area, call 304-736-3287.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

6128 Gideon Rd., Huntington, WV 25705

CALENDAR 

 October 19. 7 pm. Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. League meeting re the Circuit Court.

  October 26. 11:30 Beverly Hills Presbyterian   Church, League board meeting. (All members are welcome to attend the meeting.)

  November 16. 7 pm. Enslow Park Preshyterian Church. League Meeting.Patricia Keller, Family Court. 

INTERIMS, CONTINUED

   The Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) reported that it will conduct a study on how the disposal of prescription drugs affect the Ohio River’s water quality  and aquatic life.

CONTACT YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Congressman Nick Rahall II-

  www.rahall.house.gov (use this site for email) 

  304-225-3452; 2307 Rayburn House Office       Building, Washington, DC 20515-4804

  Huntington office – 304-522-6425 

Sen. Robert C,. Byrd

  Byrd.senate.gov/byrd_email.html

  202-234-3954; 311 Hart Senate Office Building,       Washington. DC 20510

Sen. John D. Rockefeller IV

   Rockefeller.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm

   202-224-6472; 531 Hart Senate Office Building

   Washington, DC 20510
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