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League of Women Voters of West Virginia Opposes Amendment One

Morgantown, WV: The League of Women Voters of West Virginia urges voters to vote AGAINST
Amendment No. 1 on your 2026 ballot. Amendment One would add a ban on non-citizen voting to our
state constitution. Yet, non-citizens are already prohibited from voting under West Virginia and federal
law. This statutory framework, along with other existing electoral safeguards, ensure that only eligible
citizens vote in our elections. The amendment is unnecessary and serves dubious purposes.

< State and federal law already dictate that only U.S. citizens can vote in our elections.

West Virginia and every other state have multiple checks in place to ensure that only eligible citizens
can vote. To even register to vote in state and federal elections, a person must swear they are a citizen
under penalty of criminal prosecution. Under federal law, a non-citizen could face up to five years in
prison simply for registering to vote. It's also a deportable offense for a non-citizen to register or vote.

+ False and exaggerated claims about non-citizen voting are used to enact restrictive voting
laws that make it harder for eligible citizens to vote. As these falsehoods are repeated, they
undermine trust in the electoral process, breed suspicion and animus toward immigrants, and
sow division in our communities.

The Brennan Center for Justice, a non-partisan law and policy institute, has compiled numerous studies
that rebut the myth of non-citizen voting. They also document the damage caused to our democracy by
those who peddle the lie that non-citizens vote in significant numbers.

Such false claims about non-citizen voting have been used to purge substantial numbers of voters from
the rolls and enact restrictive voting laws that make it harder for eligible citizens to vote.

The conservative Heritage Foundation actively promotes claims about the risk of non-citizens voting in
its efforts to encourage states to enact restrictive voting policies. However, its own database
underscores how rare these instances are.

Of the 36 West Virginia election fraud cases in the Heritage Foundation database (1982-2024), only one
mentions registering and voting by a non-citizen.
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/non-citizens-are-not-voting-here-are-facts
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/noncitizen-voting-missing-millions
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/why-myth-noncitizen-voting-persists
https://electionfraud.heritage.org/#choose-a-state
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan volunteer organization that encourages informed and active
participation of citizens in government. The League does not support or oppose any political party or candidate,
but is engaged in local, state, and national issues of importance to our communities. The League works to
influence public policy through advocacy and education. League membership is open to all men and women age
16 or older. More at: www.Ilwv.org (National) and www.lwvwv.org (WV).
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